ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD
RV CAMPGROUND WATER & SEWER PROJECT
THE WILDS
MUSKINGUM COUNTY, OHIO

JANUARY 12,2022

Prepared by: Alan Knapp
Ohio Mid-Eastern Governments Association

List of Attachments
Location Map
Site Photographs
Copies of other Environmental Analyses (if applicable)
List:
Other Relevant Correspondence and Notifications (if applicable)
List:
Statutory Checklist Supporting Documentation
Environmental Assessment Checklist Supporting Documentation
Combined Notice: Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) and
Notice of Intent to Request Release of Funds (NOI/RROF)
Date:
Request for Release of Funds (RROF)
Date:
Release of Funds (ROF)
Date:
Additional Documentation
Describe:

EA Worksheet 3/19

Page 2 of 18

Statutory Checklist Instructions:
For each of the environmental laws and authorities listed below, determine the level of compliance required
and provide a narrative explanation and list of supporting documentation. The narrative must explain
decision-making and compliance procedures. Attach all supporting documentation to this worksheet.

Statutory Checklist
Statutes, Executive Orders, and Regulations
listed at 24 CFR §58.5

Compliance
Required?

Historic Preservation

Yes

Sent Section 106 Review Forms on October 18, 2021 to the Ohio Historic
Preservation Office and five Tribes with an interest in Muskingum County,
Ohio to request comments on potential environmental effects of project.
Attached 106 Review reports no historic structures within one mile of
project site and little archaeological resources available due to forty years of
surface coal mining at and around the project site. OHPO responded that
they had no comments and concurred with our Findings.

No

Attached is a copy of the floodplain map for the project site in Rich Hill
Township. There are no floodplans at or near the project site.

Yes

Attached is a copy of the National Wetlands Inventory Map for the project
area. There are no wetlands at the project site and only one small wetland
nearby. A request for comments was sent to the US Army Corps of
Engineers on October 20, 2021. The November 5, 2021 response from the
Corps of Engineers did not identify any issues with impacts to wetlands as
part of this project.

Resources:
State Historic Preservation Office
HUD Historic Preservation

Floodplain Management

Explanation and List of Compliance Documentation

Resources:
Floodplain Maps
Floodplain Administrators
HUD Floodplain Management

Wetland Protection
Resources:
NRCS Web Soil Survey
National Wetlands Inventory
Ohio EPA Division of Surface Water
US Army Corps of Engineers Regulatory (Permits)
HUD Wetlands Protection
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Statutory Checklist
Statutes, Executive Orders, and Regulations
listed at 24 CFR §58.5

Compliance
Required?

Coastal Zone Management

No

Attached is a map showing the location of the Ohio Coastal Erosion Area in
relation to the Wilds, located in Muskingum County, Ohio. The only Costal
Zone located in Ohio is along Lake Erie in the northern part of the state. The
Wilds in Muskingum County, Ohio, is located more than 100 miles away
from Lake Erie.

No

Attached is a map showing the locations of Sole Source Aquifers in Ohio in
relation to the project site in Muskingum County. The closest sole source
aquifer is located near Pleasant City in Guernsey County, about 15 miles
east of the Wilds. There will be no impacts from this project on that sole
source aquifer.

Yes

E-mails were sent to the US Fish and Wildlife Service and the ODNR Division
of Wildlife on October 20, 2021. Responses were received from the US Fish
and Wildlife Service on November 3, 2021 and from the ODNR Division of
Wildlife on November 12, 2021. Both agencies highlighted the Indiana Bat
and the Northern Long-Eared Bat. Recommended mitigation measures
include cutting down any trees between October 1 and March 31, in order to
not distrub their habitat.

No

Attached is a map of Wild and Scenic Rivers in Ohio. This project will have
no impacts on any of these rivers, because they are all in different
watersheds than the Wilds. The closest Wild and Scenic River is the
Mohican River in Holmes County, about 50 miles to the northwest of the
Wilds.

No

Attached is a map showing areas of non-attainment in Ohio for Ozone.
These areas are concentrated in northern and eastern Ohio, and the project
site is not located in one of these areas. The project will have no impacts on
air qulaity in Ohio.

No

This project involves construction only on property owned by the Wilds,
which is not used for agricultural purposes. This project will have no effects
on farmlands near the project site.

Resources:
Ohio Office of Coastal Management
Ohio Coastal Atlas Map Viewer
HUD Coastal Zone Management

Sole Source Aquifers
Resources:
Ohio EPA Sole Source Aquifers in Ohio
HUD Sole Source Aquifers

Endangered Species
Resources:
US Fish & Wildlife Service Section 7 information
Endangered Species in Ohio
Ohio Natural Heritage Database
HUD Endangered Species

Wild and Scenic Rivers
Resources:
ODNR Scenic Rivers
HUD Wild and Scenic Rivers

Air Quality
Resources:
Ohio EPA Asbestos Program
Ohio EPA Notification of Demolition and Renovation
HUD Air Quality

Farmland Protection
Resources:
NRCS Farmland Protection Policy Act
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Statutory Checklist
Statutes, Executive Orders, and Regulations
listed at 24 CFR §58.5

Compliance
Required?

Explanation and List of Compliance Documentation

HUD Farmlands Protection

Noise Abatement and Control

No

The project will create some noise during construction, but construction will
take place only during daylight hours, and there are very few houses in the
immediate vicinity because the Wilds owns all of the property.

No

Attached is a map showing airports in three counties around the Wilds. The
nearest airport is located about ten miles away from the Wilds. There will be
no effects on airports or runway clear zones from the RV Campground
Project at the Wilds.

No

Attached is the HUD Guidance on Explosives and Flammable Facilities. No
explosives will be used in the construction of this project.

Resources:
HUD Noise Abatement and Control
HUD Noise Guidebook
HUD Day/Night Noise Level Electronic Assessment Tool
HUD Sound Transmission Classification Assessment Tool
ODOT Traffic Count Data
Ohio Airport Information
Airport Master Records and Reports
PUCO/ORDC Railroad Information System
Federal Railroad Administration Query by Location tool

Airport Clear Zones and Accident Potential Zones
Resources:
Ohio Airport Information
HUD Airport Hazards
Airport Master Records and Reports

Explosive and Flammable Operations
Resources:
HUD Explosive and Flammable Facilities
US EPA NEPAssist
US EPA Envirofacts
HUD Choosing an Environmentally Safe Site
Acceptable Separation Distance Calculator
Acceptable Separation Distance Guidebook
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Statutory Checklist
Statutes, Executive Orders, and Regulations
listed at 24 CFR §58.5

Compliance
Required?

Site Contamination

No

NEPAssist maps are attached. There sre Hazardous Waste Sites in three
counties around the Wilds, with the closest about 5 miles away near
Cumberland. There are Super Fund Sites in Byesville and Zanesville, about
twenty miles from the Wilds. There are Brownfields near Zanesville and in
Noble County, about twenty miles from the Wilds. Toxic Releases Sites are
lcoated in Muskingum, Guernsey and Noble Counties, with the closest being
about fifteen miles away. Toxic Substances Sites are located in Zanesvile
and Cambridge, about twenty miles away. Water Dischargers are located
throughout the area, with closest being about five miles from the Wilds. Air
Pollution Sites are located throughout the area, with the closest being about
six miles away The Wilds area is not in a Non-Attainment Zone for Ozone.

No

This Project is intended to make improvements at the Wilds that can be
enjoyed by all sectors of the population. The project is located in a rural
area on land owned by the Wilds, and any new employment opportunities
will be available to all sectors of the population. There are no negative
effects of this project on any demographic or socio-economic group.

Resources:
HUD Site Contamination
US EPA NEPAssist
US EPA Envirofacts
Ohio Tank Tracking & Environmental Regulations
HUD Choosing an Environmentally Safe Site

Environmental Justice
Resources:
HUD Environmental Justice
US EPA Environmental Justice
US EPA EJSCREEN
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Environmental Assessment Checklist Instructions:
Evaluate the significance of the effects of the proposed activity on the character, features, and resources of
the project area. Provide a narrative explanation and list of supporting documentation. The narrative
must explain decision-making and compliance procedures. Attach all supporting documentation to
this worksheet. For technical assistance, see HUD’s Environmental Assessment Factors Guidance.

Environmental Assessment Checklist
Land Development
Impact Category

Impact Code

Explanation and List of Source Documentation

Conformance with Plans /
Compatible Land Use and
Zoning / Scale and Urban
Design

No Impact Anticipated

There is no zoning in Rich Hill Township in Muskingum County, Ohio, but if there
were, this project would be in conformance. The proposed new campground will
be a valuable asset to this area, which was once a surface coal mine.

Soil Suitability / Slope /
Erosion / Drainage / Storm
Water Runoff

No Impact Anticipated

There are some slopes in the area, but the soil is suitable for this recreational
facility. Storm drainage, runoff and erosion will be issues that ODNR will deal with
when constructing the campground.

Hazards and Nuisances
Including Site Safety and
Noise

No Impact Anticipated

There will be some noise during construction, but there are very few residences
or businesses in this rural area. Noise will be kept to normal levels, and all
construction will take place during daylight hours.

Energy Consumption

No Impact Anticipated

There will be some energy consumption during construction and some energy
consumption daily at the RV campground after completed. However, there are no
known adverse effects from some additional energy consumption.
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Environmental Assessment Checklist
Socioeconomic
Impact Category

Impact Code

Explanation and List of Source Documentation

Employment and Income
Patterns

Potentially Beneficial

Demographic Character
Changes, Displacement

No Impact Anticipated

There will be some new job creation as a result of this project that will directly
impact the employment or income of several persons. In addition, it is expected
that other recreation/hospitality businesses will also create new jobs in the area.
This project is not expected to cause major demographic or character changes,
and does not involve displacement.

Community Facilities and Services
Impact Category

Impact Code

Explanation and List of Source Documentation

Educational and Cultural
Facilities

Potentially Beneficial

Any cultural facilities in the area can expect thousands of new visitors in the area
each year as a result of this project. It is not known how many Wilds campers will
visit these attractions, but there should be an increase.

Commercial Facilities

Potentially Beneficial

One of the major goals of this project is to spur new entrepreneurial development
in the Region, including recreation and hospitality businesses that will create new
jobs.

Health Care and Social
Services

No Impact Anticipated

This project will not have any impacts on these services, except that physical
exercise in a recreational setting can be be very beneficial for one's health.

Solid Waste Disposal /
Recycling

No Impact Anticipated

There will be solid waste, including recyclables, that will be generated at the new
recreation facility. There is ample solid waste collection and disposal capacity
and recycling opportunities in this area to remove these items from the
campground on a weekly basis.

Waste Water / Sanitary
Sewers

Potentially Beneficial

There is currently no public water or sewers at the site. This project will
construct those facilities for the proposed campground. The package plant will
only serve the campground, but other users can connect to the new waterline.

EA Worksheet 3/19

Page 8 of 18

Environmental Assessment Checklist
Community Facilities and Services
Impact Category

Impact Code

Explanation and List of Source Documentation

Water Supply

Potentially Beneficial

There is no public water at the site, and there is no water body or groundwater at
the site proposed to provide water suppply for the campground. The water supply
for campers will come from Muskingum County through extension of waterlines.

Public Safety – Police, Fire
and Emergency Medical

No Impact Anticipated

This project is not expected to have a major impact on emergency services.
Since there will be 18,000 new visitors to the area each year, there will likely be an
increase in the number of calls to emergency providers, but this won't be a
problem.

Parks, Open Space and
Recreation

Potentially Beneficial

This project is a recreation and open space project, and also an economic
development project. By providing lodging facilites close to the Wilds and other
recreation attractions, all will benefit from the projected thousands of new
visitors.

Transportation and
Accessibility

No Impact Anticipated

It has been noted that the projected 18,000 new visitors per year will also increase
the number of vehicles (and large vehicles) in this area. However, the interstates
and state routes in this area have ample capacity, and this will not be a problem.

Natural Features
Impact Category
Unique Natural Features,
Water Resources

Vegetation and Wildlife

Other Factors
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Impact Code

Explanation and List of Source Documentation

No Impact Anticipated

There are no known unique natural features or water resources at the project site.
The campround will be constructed on the flat area on top of a hill with no ponds
or streams or unique natural features.

Requires Mitigation

ODNR Division of Wildlife and US Fish and Wildlife Servcie have commented on
the Indiana Bat and Northern Long-Eared Bat. Any trees to be cut down must be
cut down from October to March to not disturb the bats' habitats.

Potentially Beneficial

This entire area was once a surface coal mine. This project is going to continue
progress made in remediating this site and providing new recreational and
economic development opportunities in the OMEGA District.
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24 CFR Section 58.6 Requirements
Airport Runway Clear Zones and Clear Zones Notification
[24 C.F.R. Part 51.303(a)(3)]
Does the project involve the sale or acquisition of property located within a Civil Airport Runway Clear Zone
or a Military Airfield Clear Zone?
No. Attach Source Document:
(Project complies with 24 CFR 51.303(a)(3).)
Yes. Notice must be provided to buyer. The notice must advise the buyer that the property is in a
Runway Clear Zone or Clear Zone, what the implications of such a location are, and that there is a possibility
that the property may, at a later date, be acquired by the airport operator. The buyer must sign a statement
acknowledging receipt of this information. (for a sample notice, see the HUD Exchange) (attach a copy of
the signed notice)
Coastal Barrier Resources Act
[Coastal Barrier Improvement Act of 1990 (16 U.S.C. 3501]
Is the project located in a coastal barrier resource area?
No. Cite or attach Source Document.
(Proceed with project.)
Yes. Federal assistance may not be used in such an area.
Flood Disaster Protection Act*
[Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973, as amended (42 U.S.C. 4001-4128)]
Does the project involve acquisition, construction or rehabilitation of structures located in a FEMA-identified
Special Flood Hazard Area?
No. Attach copy of Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)
Yes. Attach copy of Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)
Is the community participating in the National Insurance Program (or has less than one year passed
since FEMA notification of Special Flood Hazards)?
Yes. Flood Insurance under the National Flood Insurance Program must be obtained. If HUD
assistance is provided as a grant, insurance must be maintained for the economic life of the project
and in the amount of the total project cost (or up to the maximum allowable coverage, whichever is
less). If HUD assistance is provided as a loan, insurance must be maintained for the term of the loan
and in the amount of the loan (or up to the maximum allowable coverage, whichever is less).
(Attach a copy of the flood insurance policy declaration)
No. Federal assistance may not be used in the Special Flood Hazard Area.
*Per 24 CFR 58.6(a)(3), this requirement does not apply to State-administered CDBG, HOME, and ESG programs.
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Statement of Process and Status of Environmental Analysis
Instructions:
Provide a brief description of the administrative procedures associated with the construction and
presentation of the environmental review record (ERR). List the Responsible Entity, Certifying Officer,
the physical location of the ERR, the dates and comment periods associated with any public notices,
and contact information for the submission of comments regarding the ERR.
This Environmental Assessment was prepared by the Ohio Mid-Eastern Governments
Association on behalf of the Wilds for proposed federal funding from the Economic
Development Administration. The Wilds is the applicant for EDA funding and will be the
grantee for the EDA funds, and is therefore the Responsible Party. The Certifying Officer is Jan
Ramer, Vice President of the Wilds, and the ERR is available for public inspection at the Wilds,
14000 International Road, Cumberland, Ohio 43732 and on the OMEGA website
omegadistrict.org. The comment period will start after the third public notice on Jnauary 16
2022 and end 15 days later on January 31 2022.
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Description of the Site and Environmental Context
Instructions:
Determine existing conditions and describe the character, features, and resources of the project area
and its surroundings. Identify the trends that are likely to continue in the absence of the project.
The project site is a remediated former surface coal mine. Six inches of topsoil were added in
most places after the mining to allow grasses to grow (not enough soil for new trees to grow).
There is very little development around the site, which is part of the 10,000 acre the Wilds
property. In the absence of this project, it is likely that the area would continue to be very rural
with little new development. Although this project is expected to create new economic
opportunities, the other new economic growth is not likely to occur real close to the Wilds site.
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Analysis of Alternatives
Instructions:
Examine alternatives to the project, including the alternative of no action.
The Wilds did consider other potential sites for the RV Campground. The selected site north of
State Route 146 did not have any obvious environmental issues and is near the existing
mountain bike trails, a complementary use. Also, since the Wilds does not have direct access
to public water, which is needed for the campground, the Wilds wanted a site closest to the
nearest public waterlines. The Muskingum County Water System currently ends in
Chandlersville, about one mile from the proposed campground site. The county has agreed to
extend their waterlines as part of this project.
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Analysis of Impacts and Mitigation Actions
Instructions:
Summarize and evaluate all potential environmental impacts, whether beneficial or adverse, and the
conditions that would change as a result of the project. Describe measures to eliminate, minimize, or
mitigate adverse environmental impacts.
Most of the identified potential environmental impacts are beneficial, such as providing a new
recreational facility with new lodging opportunities to spur new economic growth at the site of
a former surface coal mine which has been remediated. This will bring 18,000 new visitors to
the area each year, which is expected to be beneficial to the local economy and other
hospitality businesses. The only potential negative impact would be on the Indian Bat or the
Northern Long-Eared Bat. However, mitigation measures have been recommended regarding
the timing of cutting down trees that would prevent any disturbance of the habitat of these
species.
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Monitoring and Enforcement Procedures
Instructions:
Describe any post-review monitoring or enforcement procedures associated with environmental
mitigation actions.
There have been no post-review monitoring or enforcement procedures recommended or
required by the state and federal agencies contacted for the Environmental Assessment. Once
environmental clearnace has been obtained, this project can proceed as proposed. The only
environmental issue remaining would be the timing of any tree cutting, due to the possible
habitat of the Indian or the Northern Long-Eared Bat.
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List of Sources, Agencies, and Persons Consulted
Ohio History Connection (SHPO)
US Army Corps of Engineers
Ohio Department of Natural Resources Divison of Wildlife
US Fish and Wildlife Service
The Wilds
ODNR
EDA
Delaware Nation of Oklahoma
Delaware Tribe of Indians
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma
Seneca-Cayuga Nation
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List of Site Visits and Important Meetings
Date

Participants

Description

8/17/2021

OMEGA, The Wilds

OMEGA Board Meeting at the Wilds/ Tour

9/23/2021

OMEGA, EDA, the Wilds

Ellen Heinz from EDA visits the Wilds

11/24/2021

OMEGA, EDA, the Wilds

Review of EDA application with EDA
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Participants in the Review
Name

Title

Organization

Alan Knapp

ARC Program Manager

OMEGA

Jeannette Wierzbicki

Executive Director

OMEGA

Jan Ramer

Vice-President

The Wilds

Shelley Backs

Development Officer

Columbus Zoo

Kyle Darton

Environmental Officer

Chicago EDA Office
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ATTACHMENT A

Section 106 Review Form

Response from State Historic Preservation Office

E-mail to Tribes with an interest in Muskingum County, Ohio

OHIO HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE:
RESOURCE PROTECTION AND REVIEW
Section 106 Review - Project Summary Form
For projects requiring a license from the Federal Communications Commission, please use
FCC Forms 620 or 621. DO NOT USE THIS FORM.
SECTION 1: GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION
All contact information provided must include the name, address and phone number of
the person listed. Email addresses should also be included, if available. Please refer
to the Instructions or contact an OHPO reviewer (mailto:Section106@ohiohistory.org) if
you need help completing this Form. Unless otherwise requested, we will contact the
person submitting this Form with questions or comments about this project.
Date:

October 15, 2021

Name/Affiliation of person submitting form:
Mailing Address:
Phone/Fax/Email:

Alan Knapp, OMEGA

326 Highland Avenue Suite B, Cambridge, Ohio 43725
740-439-4471 ext. 211

A. Project Info:
1. This Form provides information about:
New Project Submittal:
YES NO

Additional information relating to previously submitted project:
YES NO

OHPO/RPR Serial Number from previous submission:

2. Project Name (if applicable): The Wilds RV Campground Project

3. Internal tracking or reference number used by Federal Agency, consultant,
and/or applicant to identify this project (if applicable): Not Applicable

1

B. Project Address or vicinity: 14000 International Drive, Cumberland, Ohio 43732

C. City/Township: Rich Hill Township

D. County: Muskingum County, Ohio

E. Federal Agency and Agency Contact. If you do not know the federal agency
involved in your project, please contact the party asking you to apply for Section
106 Review, not OHPO, for this information. HUD Entitlement Communities acting
under delegated environmental review authority should list their own contact
information.
Ellen Heinz, Economic Development Representative, EDA
F. Type of Federal Assistance. List all known federal sources of federal funding,
approvals, and permits to avoid repeated reviews.
The Wilds is applying for a grant from the Economic Development
Administration (EDA). Grant approval is still required, along with
construction permits (PTI from Ohio EPA) for waterlines, sewers, and
package treatment plant.
G. State Agency and Contact Person (if applicable):
Not Applicable
H. Type of State Assistance:
The Wilds does have a $500,000 grant from the State Capital Budget
I.

Is this project being submitted at the direction of a state agency solely under Ohio
Revised Code 149.53 or at the direction of a State Agency? Answering yes to this
question means that you are sure that no federal funding, permits or approvals will
be used for any part of your project, and that you are seeking comments only
under ORC 149.53.
YES NO

J. Public Involvement- Describe how the public has been/will be informed about this
project and its potential to affect historic properties. Please summarize how they
will have an opportunity to provide comments about any effects to historic
properties. (This step is required for all projects under 36 CFR § 800.2):
This project has been discussed for more than two years, with the Wilds
applying for two ARC POWER grants, and now applying for an EDA Tourism
Grant. The public is also aware of the project from the $1,500,000 ODNR
Abandoned Mine Land Project at the new campground, which will start in the
Spring, 2022. The Findings from the Environmental Review will be published
in the local newspaper.

K. Please list other consulting parties that you have contacted/will contact about this
2

project, such as Indian Tribes, Certified Local Governments, local officials, property
owners, or preservation groups. (See 36 CFR § 800.2 for more information about
involving other consulting parties). Please summarize how they will have an
opportunity to provide comments:
Ohio Historic Preservation Office’
Tribes with an interest in Muskingum County, Ohio
US Army Corps of Engineers
US Fish and Wildlife
ODNR Division of Wildlife
SECTION 2: PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS (APE)
Provide a description of your project, its site, and geographical information. You will also
describe your project’s Area of Potential Effects (APE). Please refer to the Instructions or
contact an OHPO reviewer if you need help with developing the APE or completing this form.

3

For challenging projects, provide as much information as possible in all sections, and then
check the box in Section 5.A. to ask OHPO to offer preliminary comments or make
recommendations about how to proceed with your project consultation. This is recommended
if your project involves effects to significant historic properties or if there may be challenging
procedural issues related to your project. Please note that providing information to complete
all Sections will still be required and that asking OHPO for preliminary comments may tend to
delay completion of the review process for some projects.
A. Does this project involve any Ground-Disturbing activity: YES NO
(If Yes, you must complete all of Section 2.A. If No, proceed directly to Section 2. B.)
1. General description of width, length and depth of proposed ground disturbing
activity:
Construction of:
2,500 lf. of 6” waterline
1,500 lf. of 4” waterline
7,000 lf. of 1” water service lines
One Water Booster Pumping Station
3,910 lf. of 8” sanitary sewer
7,000 lf. of 6” sanitary sewer
One on-site sewage package treatment plant and lift station
Restroom/Shower House

2. Narrative description of previous land use and past ground disturbances, if known:
The most recent previous use of the project site was surface coal mining,
from the 1940’s to the 1970’s. Most of southeastern Muskingum County, and
parts of other surrounding counties have been surface-mined, leaving little
topsoil on the compacted ground. However, 90% of the landscape has been
reclaimed at the 10,000 acre the Wilds, which includes grasslands, forests,
lakes and ponds, wetlands and animal pastures. The Wilds operates tours
for its visitors to the animal safari park, as well as research, education and
conservation activities.
3. Narrative description of current land use and conditions:
Most of the 10,000 acres owned by the Wilds is used for pasture areas for the
animals and other open space uses. There are several buildings located
near the center of the property, including an Overlook, Cafeteria for visitors,
pavilions, and structures for overnight accomodations. The project site for
the Recreational Vehicle Campground is currently not in use, although there
are several mountain bike trails and a parking lot nearby. The project site is
an abandoned surface coal mine that has been reclaimed, mainly as a
grassland due to the shallow depth of the topsoil.
4. Does the landowner know of any archaeological resources found on the property?
YES NO If yes, please describe:

B. Submit the exact project site location on a USGS 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle map
for all projects. Map sections, photocopies of map sections, and online versions of USGS
4

maps are acceptable as long as the location is clearly marked. Show the project's Area of
Potential Effects (APE). It should be clearly distinguished from other features shown on the
map:
1. USGS Quad Map Name: Cumberland, Ohio
2. Township/City/Village Name: Rich Hill Township, Muskingum County, Ohio

C. Provide a street-level map indicating the location of the project site; road names must be
identified and legible. Your map must show the exact location of the boundaries for the
project site. Show the project's Area of Potential Effects (APE). It should be clearly
distinguished from other features shown on the map:
Attached are maps showing the location of the project site, with road names, and
topographic contours and the Area of Potential Effects.
D. Provide a verbal description of the APE, including a discussion of how the APE will include
areas with the potential for direct and indirect effects from the project. Explain the steps
taken to identify the project’s APE, and your justification for the specific boundaries
chosen:
Attached is a map showing the layout of the Recreational Vehicle Campground. The
new campground will be located on property owned by the Wilds north of State
Route 146, just north of the terminus of Zion Ridge Road. There is an existing
parking lot located just north of State Route 146, that is currently used by bicyclists
for the nearby mountain bike trails. The waterline to be connected to the County
Water System will be constructed in the road right of way of State Route 146, and
the Booster Pumping Station will be located near the state route in this area. The
waterline will be extended northward to the campground site, along a new road to
be constructed by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. At the top of the hill,
the waterlines will be extended to individual campsites along roads also to be
constructed by ODNR (through the Abandoned Mine Land program). Other
improvements through the EDA grant will include a package treatment plant for
sewage and sanitary sewers to campsites in this area. All improvements except the
waterline and booster pumping station near State Route 146 will be constructed on
the flat area on top of the hill (campground site).
E. Provide a detailed description of the project. This is a critical part of your submission. Your
description should be prepared for a cold reader who may not be an expert in this type of
project. The information provided must help support your analysis of effects to historic
properties, not other types of project impacts. Do not simply include copies of
environmental documents or other types of specialized project reports. If there are multiple
project alternatives, you should include information about all alternatives that are still under
active consideration:
This project is intended to provide water and sewage treatment to the proposed
new Recreational Vehicle Campground at the Wilds in their 10,000 acre animal safari
park in Muskingum County, Ohio. It is projected that the 50 RV campsites and 25
primitive campsites will attract 18,000 new visitors to the region each year. The
Ohio Department of Natural Resources is constructing the roads and the
campground through the Abandoned Mine Land Program. The Wilds is seeking
federal EDA funding to construct the waterlines and sewage treatment facilities for
the campground. Major components include:
2,500 linear feet of 6” waterline
1,500 linear feet of 4” waterline
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7,000 linear feet of 1” service lines
Water Booster Pumping Station
Package Sewage Treatment Plant
3,910 linear feet of 8” sanitary sewer
7,000 linear feet of 6” sanitary sewer
SECTION 3: IDENTIFICATION OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
Describe whether there are historic properties located within your project APE. To make that
determination, use information generated from your own Background Research and Field
Survey. Then choose one of the following options to report your findings. Please refer to the
Instructions and/or contact an OHPO reviewer if you are unsure about how to identify historic
properties for your project.
If you read the Instructions and you're still confused as to which reporting option best fits your
project, or you are not sure if your project needs a survey, you may choose to skip this
section, but provide as much supporting documentation as possible in all other Sections, then
check the box in Section 5.A. to request preliminary comments from OHPO. After reviewing
the information provided, OHPO will then offer comments as to which reporting option is best
suited to document historic properties for your project. Please note that providing information
to complete this Section will still be required and that asking OHPO for preliminary comments
may tend to delay completion of the review process for some projects.
Recording the Results of Background Research and Field Survey:
A. Summary of discussions and/or consultation with OHPO about this project that
demonstrates how the Agency Official and OHPO have agreed that no Field Survey was
necessary for this project (typically due to extreme ground disturbance or other special
circumstances). Please attach copies of emails/correspondence that document this
agreement. You must explain how the project’s potential to affect both archaeological and
historic resources were considered.
On behalf of the Wilds, the Ohio Mid-Eastern Governments Association (OMEGA)
has prepared a Section 106 Review Form for the environmental review for the
proposed EDA grant application and sent it to the Ohio Historic Preservation Office
and Tribes with and interest in Muskingum County in October 2021.
B. A table that includes the minimum information listed in the OHPO Section 106
Documentation Table (which is generally equivalent to the information found on an
inventory form). This information must be printed and mailed with the Project Summary
Form. To provide sufficient information to complete this Section, you must also include
summary observations from your field survey, background research and eligibility
determinations for each property that was evaluated in the project APE.
A map is attached showing the location of historic and potentially historic
structures in relation to the proposed RV Campground at the Wilds. The nearest
historic structures are located over one mile away from the project site in the
Village of Cumberland in Guernsey County and Chandlersville to the west in
Muskingum County. There are very few housing units or other building in this area
due to the extensive surface mining of coal from the 1940’s to the 1980’s. Closer to
population centers, like Cumberland and Chandlersville, there are more houses and
commercial buildings, and some of these have been identified as historic or
potentially historic. The construction of waterlines and sanitary sewers at the Wilds
RV Campground will have no impacts on any of these structures.
C. OHI (Ohio Historic Inventory) or OAI (Ohio Archaeological Inventory) forms- New or
updated inventory forms may be prepared using the OHI pdf form with data population
capabilities, the Internet IForm, or typed on archival quality inventory forms. To provide
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sufficient information to complete this Section, you must include summary observations
from your field survey and background research. You must also include eligibility
determinations for each property that was evaluated in the project APE
Not Applicable. There are no structures located in the Area of Potential Effects, and
any potential archaeological resources have previously been disturbed through 40
years of surface coal mining.
D. A historic or archaeological survey report prepared by a qualified consultant that meets
professional standards. The survey report should meet the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards and Guidelines for Identification and OHPO Archaeological Guidelines. You
may also include new inventory forms with your survey, or update previous inventory
forms. To complete this section, your survey report must include summary observations
from your field survey, background research and eligibility determinations for each
property that was evaluated within the APE.
Not Applicable. There are no historic or potentially historic structures in the APE,
and no known archaeological or cultural resources, beyond the coal mining history
for this region (ie. Big Muskie Bucket Attraction in Noble County).
E. Project Findings. Based on the conclusions you reached in completing Section 3, please
choose one finding for your project. There are (mark one):
Historic Properties Present in the APE:
No Historic Properties Present in the APE:

SECTION 4: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION
This information must be provided for all projects.
A. Photographs must be keyed to a street-level map, and should be included as
attachments to this application. Please label all forms, tables and CDs with the
date of your submission and project name, as identified in Section 1. You must
present enough documentation to clearly show existing conditions at your project
site and convey details about the buildings, structures or sites that are described in
your submission. Faxed or photocopied photographs are not acceptable. See
Instructions for more info about photo submissions or 36 CFR § 800.11 for federal
documentation standards.
1. Provide photos of the entire project site and take photos to/from historic
properties from/towards your project site to support your determination of
effect in Section 5.
2. Provide current photos of all buildings/structures/sites described.
B. Project plan, specifications, site drawings and any other media presentation that
conveys detailed information about your project and its potential to affect historic
properties.
C. Copies or summaries of any comments provided by consulting parties or the
public.
Photographs have been attached showing the location of the improvements
north of State Route 146 for water and sewer to the RV Campground.
SECTION 5: DETERMINATION OF EFFECT
A. Request Preliminary Comments. For challenging projects, provide as much
information as possible in previous sections and ask OHPO to offer preliminary
comments or make recommendations about how to proceed with your project
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consultation. This is recommended if your project involves effects to significant
historic properties, if the public has concerns about your project’s potential to affect
historic properties, or if there may be challenging procedural issues related to your
project. Please be aware that providing information in all Sections will still be
required and that asking OHPO for preliminary comments may tend to delay
completion of the review process for some projects.
1. We request preliminary comments from OHPO about this project:
YES NO

2. Please specify as clearly as possible the particular issues that you would
like OHPO to examine for your project (for example- help with developing
an APE, addressing the concerns of consulting parties, survey
methodology, etc.):

B. Determination of Effect. If you believe that you have gathered enough
information to conclude the Section 106 process, you may be ready to make a
determination of effect and ask OHPO for concurrence, while considering public
comments. Please select and mark one of the following determinations, then
explain the basis for your decision on an attached sheet of paper:
No historic properties will be affected based on 36 CFR § 800.4(d) (1).
Please explain how you made this determination:
Based on a review of Historic Structures through the On-Line Mapping
Tool of the Ohio Historic Preservation Office, there are no historic or
potentially historic structures within a mile of the proposed project.
The entire 10,000 acres owned by the Wilds was surface coal mined
between 1940 and 1980, and there are few houses or other buildings
on the property, and none are historic. Also, due to the surface coal
mining, there are very few archaeological or cultural resources from
prior to the coal mining that could have survived the process. There is
only about six inches of topsoil covering much of the Wilds, with the
ground beneath it compacted from the surface coal mining process.

No Adverse Effect [36 CFR § 800.5(b)] on historic properties. This finding
cannot be used if there are no historic properties present in your project
APE. Please explain why the Criteria of Adverse Effect, [36 CFR Part
800.5(a) (1)], were found not to be applicable for your project:

Adverse Effect [36 CFR § 800.5(d) (2)] on historic properties. Please explain
why the criteria of adverse effect, [36 CFR Part 800.5(a) (1)], were found to
be applicable to your project. You may also include an explanation of how
these adverse effects might be avoided, reduced or mitigated:

Please send completed form and supporting documentation to our office through the
section106@ohiohistory.org e-mail address. Note that file size is limited to 30 MB. The Ohio SHPO
has a federally mandated review time of 30 calendar day. To check your submission was received
and logged in for our review, please visit https://www.ohiohistory.org/preserve/state-historicpreservation-office/hpreviews/section-106-project-status.
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In reply refer to
2020-MUS-49169-2
October 27, 2021
Alan Knapp
OMEGA
326 Highland Avenue Suite B
Cambridge, Ohio 43725
Dear Mr. Knapp:
Re: The Wilds RV Campground Recreation Project, 14000 International Drive, Rich Hill
Township, Muskingum County, Ohio
This is in response to your correspondence, received on October 18, 2021, regarding this project. My
comments are made pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as
amended, and the associated regulations at 36 CFR Part 800.
This project will involve a RV campground construction in Rich Hill Township, Muskingum County,
Ohio. Based on the information submitted, it is my opinion that the proposed activity will not affect
properties listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. No further
coordination with this office is necessary, unless the projects change.
Please be advised that this is a Section 106 decision. This review decision may not extend to other SHPO
programs. If you have any questions, please contact me at (614) 298-2000, or by email at
nyoung@ohiohistory.org. Please note the Ohio SHPO now accepts electronic-only submissions for state
and/or federal review under Section 106 and ORC 149.53. Please send your submissions to
section106@ohiohistory.org. We have also updated our Survey Report Submission Standards
Sincerely,

Nathan J. Young, Project Reviews Manager
Resource Protection and Review

ATTACHMENT B

MAPS
FEMA Flood Map Service Center
FIRM Floodplain Insurance Map

National Wetland Inventory Map
Ohio Coastal Zone Map

Sole Source Aquifer Map
Ohio Scenic Rivers Map
NEPAssist Maps:

Hazardous Waste Sites
Toxic Substances
Toxic Releases

Brownfield Sites
Superfund Sites
Air Pollution

OZONE Attainment
Airports

Water Dischargers

ATTACHMENT C

CORRESPONDENCE

E-mail to ODNR Division of Wildlife

E-mail to US Army Corps of Engineers
E-mail to US Fish and Wildlife Service

Response Letter from ODNR Division of Wildlife

Response Letter from US Army Corps of Engineers
Response from US Fish and Wildlife Service

Office of Real Estate
John Kessler, Chief
2045 Morse Road – Bldg. E-2
Columbus, OH 43229
Phone: (614) 265-6621
Fax: (614) 267-4764

November 12, 2021
Alan Knapp
Ohio Mid-Eastern Governments Association
326 Highland Avenue, Suite B
Cambridge, Ohio 43725
Re: 21-0967; The Wilds RV Campground Project
Project: The proposed project involves the construction of water and sanitary sewer lines to the
proposed 75-unit campground at the Wilds.
Location: The proposed project is located in Rich Hill Township, Muskingum County, Ohio.
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has completed a review of the above
referenced project. These comments were generated by an inter-disciplinary review within the
Department. These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the National Environmental
Policy Act, the Coastal Zone Management Act, Ohio Revised Code and other applicable laws and
regulations. These comments are also based on ODNR’s experience as the state natural resource
management agency and do not supersede or replace the regulatory authority of any local, state or
federal agency nor relieve the applicant of the obligation to comply with any local, state or
federal laws or regulations.
Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Database has the following data at or within a
one mile radius of the project area:
Eastern box turtle (Terrapene carolina), SC
Barn owl (Tyto alba), T
The review was performed on the project area specified in the request as well as an additional one
mile radius. Records searched date from 1980. This information is provided to inform you of
features present within your project area and vicinity. Additional comments on some of the
features may be found in pertinent sections below.
Please note that Ohio has not been completely surveyed and we rely on receiving information
from many sources. Therefore, a lack of records for any particular area is not a statement that
rare species or unique features are absent from that area. Although all types of plant communities
have been surveyed, we only maintain records on the highest quality areas.
Statuses are defined as: E = state endangered; T = state threatened; P = state potentially
threatened; SC = state species of concern; SI = state special interest; U = state status under
review; X = presumed extirpated in Ohio; FE = federal endangered, and FT = federal threatened.

Fish and Wildlife: The Division of Wildlife (DOW) has the following comments.
The DOW recommends that impacts to streams, wetlands and other water resources be avoided
and minimized to the fullest extent possible, and that Best Management Practices be utilized to
minimize erosion and sedimentation.
The entire state of Ohio is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a state endangered
and federally endangered species, the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), a state
endangered and federally threatened species, the little brown bat (Myotis lucifugus), a state
endangered species, and the tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus), a state endangered species.
During the spring and summer (April 1 through September 30), these species of bats
predominately roost in trees behind loose, exfoliating bark, in crevices and cavities, or in the
leaves. However, these species are also dependent on the forest structure surrounding roost trees.
If trees are present within the project area, and trees must be cut, the DOW recommends cutting
only occur from October 1 through March 31, conserving trees with loose, shaggy bark and/or
crevices, holes, or cavities, as well as trees with DBH ≥ 20 if possible. If trees are present within
the project area, and trees must be cut during the summer months, the DOW recommends a mist
net survey or acoustic survey be conducted from June 1 through August 15, prior to any cutting.
Mist net and acoustic surveys should be conducted in accordance with the most recent version of
the “OHIO DIVISION OF WILDLIFE GUIDANCE FOR BAT SURVEYS AND TREE
CLEARING”. If state listed bats are documented, DOW recommends cutting only occur from
October 1 through March 31. However, limited summer tree cutting may be acceptable after
consultation with the DOW (contact Erin Hazelton at Erin.hazelton@dnr.ohio.gov).
The DOW also recommends that a desktop habitat assessment is conducted, followed by a field
assessment if needed, to determine if a potential hibernaculum is present within the project area.
Direction on how to conduct habitat assessments can be found in the current USFWS “Rangewide Indiana Bat Survey Guidelines.” If a habitat assessment finds that a potential hibernaculum
is present within 0.25 miles of the project area, please send this information to Erin Hazelton for
project recommendations. If a potential or known hibernaculum is found, the DOW recommends
a 0.25-mile tree cutting and subsurface disturbance buffer around the hibernaculum entrance,
however, limited summer or winter tree cutting may be acceptable after consultation with the
DOW. If no tree cutting or subsurface impacts to a hibernaculum are proposed, this project is not
likely to impact these species.
The project is within the range of the following listed mussel species.
Federally Endangered
fanshell (Cyprogenia stegaria)
sheepnose (Plethobasus cyphyus)
snuffbox (Epioblasma triquetra)
Federally Threatened
rabbitsfoot (Quadrula cylindrica cylindrica)
State Endangered
long-solid (Fusconaia maculata maculata)
Ohio pigtoe (Pleurobema cordatum)
sharp-ridged pocketbook (Lampsilis ovata)
wartyback (Quadrula nodulata),
State Threatened
black sandshell (Ligumia recta)

fawnsfoot (Truncilla donaciformis)
threehorn wartyback (Obliquaria reflexa)
Due to the location, and that there is no in-water work proposed in a perennial stream of sufficient
size, this project is not likely to impact these species.
The project is within the range of the following listed fish species.
State Endangered
northern madtom (Noturus stigmosus)
State Threatened
American eel (Anguilla rostrata)
blue sucker (Cycleptus elongatus)
channel darter (Percina copelandi)
mountain madtom (Noturus eleutherus)
paddlefish (Polyodon spathula)
The DOW recommends no in-water work in perennial streams from March 15 through June 30 to
reduce impacts to indigenous aquatic species and their habitat. If no in-water work is proposed in
a perennial stream, this project is not likely to impact these or other aquatic species.
The project is within the range of the eastern hellbender (Cryptobranchus alleganiensis
alleganiensis), a state endangered species and a federal species of concern. This long-lived,
entirely aquatic salamander inhabits perennial streams with large flat rocks. In-water work in
hellbender streams can reduce availability of large cover rocks and can destroy hellbender nests
and/or kill adults and juveniles. The contribution of additional sediment to hellbender streams
can smother large cover rocks and gravel/cobble substrate (used by juveniles), making them
unsuitable for refuge and nesting. Projects that contribute to altered flow regimes (e.g., by
increasing areas of impervious surfaces or modifying the floodplain) can also adversely affect
hellbender habitat. Due to the location, and that there is no in-water work proposed in a perennial
stream of sufficient size to provide suitable habitat, this project is not likely to impact this species.
The project is also within the range of the eastern spadefoot toad (Scaphiopus holbrookii), a state
endangered species. This species is found in areas of sandy soils that are associated with river
valleys. Breeding habitats may include flooded agricultural fields or other water holding
depressions. Due to the location, the type of habitat within the project area, and the type of work
proposed, this project is not likely to impact this species.
The project is within the range of the black tern (Chlidonias niger), a state endangered bird. The
black tern prefers large, undisturbed inland marshes with fairly dense vegetation and pockets of
open water. They nest in various kinds of marsh vegetation but cattail marshes are generally
favored. Nests are built on top of muskrat houses or on top of floating vegetation. If this type of
habitat will be impacted, construction should be avoided in this habitat from April 1 through June
30 to reduce impacts to this species. If this type of habitat will not be impacted, this project is not
likely to impact this species.
The project is within the range of the northern harrier (Circus hudsonis), a state endangered bird.
This is a common migrant and winter species. Nesters are much rarer, although they occasionally
breed in large marshes and grasslands. Harriers often nest in loose colonies. The female builds a
nest out of sticks on the ground, often on top of a mound. Harriers hunt over grasslands. If this
type of habitat will be impacted, construction should be avoided in this habitat during the species’

nesting period of April 15 through July 31. If this habitat will not be impacted, this project is not
likely to impact this species.
The project is within the range of the sandhill crane (Grus canadensis), a state threatened
species. Sandhill cranes are primarily a wetland-dependent species. On their wintering grounds,
they will utilize agricultural fields; however, they roost in shallow, standing water or moist
bottomlands. On breeding grounds they require a rather large tract of wet meadow, shallow
marsh, or bog for nesting. If grassland, prairie, or wetland habitat will be impacted, construction
should be avoided in this habitat during the species’ nesting period of April 1 through August
31. If this habitat will not be impacted, this project is not likely to have an impact on this
species.
The project is within the range of the trumpeter swan (Cygnus buccinator), a state threatened
bird. Trumpeter swans prefer large marshes and lakes ranging in size from 40 to 150 acres. They
like shallow wetlands one to three feet deep with a diverse mix of plenty of emergent and
submergent vegetation and open water. If this type of habitat will be impacted, construction
should be avoided in this habitat during the species’ nesting period of April 15 though June 15. If
this habitat will not be impacted, this project is not likely to have an impact on this species.
Due to the potential of impacts to federally listed species, as well as to state listed species, we
recommend that this project be coordinated with the US Fish & Wildlife Service.
Water Resources: The Division of Water Resources has the following comment.
The local floodplain administrator should be contacted concerning the possible need for any
floodplain permits or approvals for this project. Your local floodplain administrator contact
information can be found at the website below.
http://water.ohiodnr.gov/portals/soilwater/pdf/floodplain/Floodplain%20Manager%20Community
%20Contact%20List_8_16.pdf
ODNR appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact Mike Pettegrew at
mike.pettegrew@dnr.ohio.gov if you have questions about these comments or need additional
information.
Mike Pettegrew
Environmental Services Administrator (Acting)

